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Sunday, May 3, 2009
Stealth Altruism in Nazi Concentration 
Camps
Speaker: Art Shostak, Professor 
Emeritus of Sociology, Drexel 
University
Shostak draws on survivor memoirs 
and the Spielberg Shoah video tapes 
for evidence of inmates who risked 
their lives to care for others ï behavior 
that demonstrates the ability of some 
to preserve their ethics and common 
humanity under the most extreme 
circumstances. 
Sunday, May 10, 2009 (Mothersô Day)
Obamaôs Challenges and Promises
Speaker: Dave Lindorff, Journalist 
and Author of Killing Time: An 
Investigation into the Death Penalty 
Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal (2004) and 
The Case for Impeachment (2006).
Our new president has called himself a 
walking Rorschach test in that people 
see in him what they want to see. Now 
he is in a position where he has to be 
something and do something. The dan-
ger is that in trying not to offend Re-
publicans and conservative Democrats, 
Obama may end up pleasing no one.  
After running as an opponent of the 
Iraq War, a populist reformer on taxes 
and an advocate of working people, 
Obama since Election Day has been 
backpedaling furiously from all those 
positions. Is he really the person mil-
lions of people worked hard to elect? 
Or is he something less?  His first 100 
days will tell.

Sunday, May 17, 2009
Foundersô Day
We mark the 133rd Anniversary of the 
start of the Ethical Cultural Movement 
with reflections upon our history and 
philosophy.

Sunday, May 24, 2009
Crises of Conscience for Nontheists in 
the Military
Speaker: Jason Torpy, President, 
Military Association of Atheists and 
Freethinkers
Nontheists suffer the same ethical 
dilemmas as other service members.  
We consider the ethics of orders 
received from our direct superiors and 
our civilian leaders in government.  
Nontheists have additional difficulty for 
two primary reasons.  First, we lack the 
helpful guidance of chaplains, who are 
simply not equipped and in some cases 
not inclined to provide morale support 
to nontheists.  Second, the overt theistic 
religiosity of our commanders at all 
levels makes it very difficult for us to 
serve with a clear conscience without 
feeling as if we are perpetuating a 
theocratic regime.
Sunday, May 31, 2009
Audacity of Hope Revisited
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry, 
Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia
It has been an exciting season, with 
both depressing news and hopeful 
plans offered from the Platform.  This 
morning we will attempt to pull them 
together, searching for an overall 
message for the season.  

Platforms Leaderôs
Message

Mother Said,
  ñBe Goodò

By Richard L. Kiniry

When I was young, and I assume when 
you were young, children were often 
told to be good.  Then with the arrival of 
puberty being moral became the issue.  
In our twenties we started arguing 
ethical issues.  Ethics seems to be an 
intellectual activity for adults.  Since 
they have accomplished the process 
of creating a personality with at least a 
degree of character, adults can discuss 
and justify varied styles of behavior.

The word ethical in the name of our 
Society often creates misunderstandings.  
Are we claiming to be more ethical than 
others?  Are we claiming to be smarter 
than others, or are we comparable to 
Jains in India, so concerned with our 
ethical beliefs that we take them to the 
extreme?  

When faced with those 
misunderstandings, I usually try 
to explain that our use of the word 
ethical refers to our understanding 
of what human life is all about. To 
be a conscious human being is to be 
confronted with choices that affect 
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Musical interludes performed by pianist
Katarzyna Marzec-Salwinski

Childcare provided 
at no charge.

All are welcome!

Platforms 
at 11:00AM, 

Sundays

Coffee Hour 
and

Discussion
follow the 
Platforms.




