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Sunday, January 4, 2009
Memorial Sunday
This is the time to remember those whom 
we love but who have left us behind, 
a time to feel ourselves in the stream 
of life. Guided by Richard L. Kiniry, 
Leader of the Ethical Humanist Society 
of Philadelphia, we will remember and 
honor our members who have died in the 
past year and others who have played a 
significant role in our lives. Members are 
invited to come and share their stories 
and memories.

Sunday, January 11, 2009
Who Will Speak for the People? 
Speaker: James B. Steele, Contributing 
Editor for Vanity Fair and recipient 
(with his co-author Donald L. Barlett) 
of virtually every major national 
journalism award including two 
Pulitzer Prizes and two National 
Magazine Awards.
Steele and Barlettôs most recent book, 
Critical Condition: How Health Care 
in America Became Big Business and 
Bad Medicine, deals with a subject 
almost certain to be high on the Obama 
Administrationôs to do list. In this talk, 
Steele will show how adverse economic 
and financial pressures by Washington 
have hurt the American middle class.

Sunday, January 18, 2009
Ending State Murder
Speaker: Richard L. Kiniry, 
Leader, Ethical Humanist Society of 
Philadelphia
Besides the obvious immorality of 
governmentôs killing its citizens at the 
behest of the more vicious among us, the 
Death Penalty is slowly losing support. Not 
only is it state-supported murder, it is 
carried out disproportionatelyïmassively 
disproportionatelyïon the poor and on 
minorities. We need to speed up the end 
of the Death Penalty in Pennsylvania, 
and that will take work. Will you join the 
effort?

Sunday, January 25, 2009
Obamaôs Challenges and Promises
Speaker: Dave Lindorff, Journalist 
and Author of Killing Time: An 
Investigation into the Death Penalty 
Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal (2004) and 
The Case for Impeachment (2006).
Our new president has called himself a 
walking Rorschach test in that people see 
in him what they want to see. Now he is in 
a position where he has to be something 
and do something. The danger is that 
in trying not to offend Republicans and 
conservative Democrats, Obama may 
end up pleasing no one.  After running as 
an opponent of the Iraq War, a populist 
reformer on taxes and an advocate of 
working people, Obama since Election 
Day has been backpedaling furiously 
from all those positions. Is he really the 
person millions of people worked hard to 
elect? Or is he something less?  The next 
100 days will tell.  <>

EAC co-sponsors Peace & 
Justice MLK/Inauguration 
Event at City Hall
On Saturday, January 17 ï two days 
before the nationôs holiday celebration 
of the 80th birthday of Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and three days before 
the historic inauguration of President-
elect Barack Obama ï we invite people 
throughout the Delaware Valley to 
celebrate the promise and possibility 
of a new day for our society and for the 

world. Our Ethical Action Committee 
is one of the sponsoring groups and Nick 
Sanders and Ron Coburn are on the 
organizing committee.

As we turn the 
page on eight 
years of the Bush 
Administration, we 
no less recognize 
the need to continue 
the struggle and 
our demands for 
justice and peace. A 
network of peace, 
justice, community, labor, environmental, 
theater and religious groups, under the 
umbrella of United for Peace and Justice, 
invites people throughout the region to 
come to Philadelphia.  We will celebrate 
the hopes and promise of a new day while 
voicing our continued opposition to:  1) 
U.S. policies of militarism and corporate 
dominance; 2) the claims of occupation 
and empire that fuel war around the 
world; and 3) the human, environmental 
and economic neglect that is devastating 
our communities and neighborhoods. 

On January 17, gather at 11:30 a.m. 
on the west side of Philadelphia City 
Hall and begin our celebration with 
a dedication to a new day followed 
by a parade through Center City with 
puppets, banners, bells tolling and drums 
beating. The parade will conclude at a 
Center City venue TBA with festivity, 
food, music and speakers.  <>

Platforms
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SCHOOL FOR ETHICS
A PEOPLEôS HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES - As we mature we 
learn that the history of the United States 
that we learned in high school civics 
class was patriotic but not objective.  This 
discussion group offers an opportunity to 
learn the rest of the story.  Howard Zinnôs 
A Peopleôs History of the United States 
offers the counter history of America from 
Columbusôs arrival in ñChinaò (actually, 
the Bahamas) to the ñWar on Terrorismò.   
Members, friends and the curious 
are invited.  The book is available in 
paperback. We will be reviewing chapters 
four and five and previewing chapters six 
through ten for the next meeting.
ð Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
First Wednesdays of the month ï
Next meeting, January 7 - 7:30 p.m.
Weston Room

THE IDEA OF GOD - This three-session 
discussion group will look at what human 
beings have said about God and what they 
have been trying to say about life when 
they speak of God.  We are still reading 
Richard Dawkinsôs The God Delusion and 
follow that with Michael Benediktôs God is 
the Good We Do.  This group is open to 
members and non-members.  
ð Led by Richard L. Kiniry.
Second Tuesdays of the month
Next meeting, January 13 - 7:30 p.m. 
Weston Room

Get To Know Us Social 
The Ethical Society will be holding 
a Get to Know Us Social on Friday, 
January 23, at 7:00pm. This is 
an opportunity for newcomers and 
members to learn about the history 
and philosophy of the Ethical Culture 
movement and to share with each 
other how our spiritual journeys have 
led us towards Ethical Humanism. 
   
Help introduce newcomers to the 
spirit and beliefs of Ethical Humanism 
while enjoying tasty foods and 
beverages. Everyone is encouraged 
to attend. Invite a newcomer, and 
come yourself.  

Leaderôs 
Message
by Richard L. Kiniry

The excitement and optimism created 
by the recent election of Barack 
Obama were tested quickly with the 
economic collapse of both the financial 
and industrial sectors. When you add 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
the energy and environmental crises 
to the list of issues that the President-
elect must face immediately, you 
could despair of his ability to create 
much actual change. You can almost 
believe the departing administration let 
the crises collect just so a new, more 
progressive administration would be too 
busy keeping the ship afloat to actually 
change the governmentôs course.   
   
While it was never clear what the exact 
agenda of candidate Obama was, many 
of us felt an affinity with his values 
and attached our wish list for social, 
economic and political change to his 
candidacy. The President-electôs cabinet 
choices do not encourage our expectation 
for a redirection in government but it 
makes sense to expect some of those 
who helped create the problems to be 
there to solve them.

But politics is not our major area of 
concern. Even without the separation 
of Church and State, when we approach 
politics it is not from the direction of 
our party affiliations but from our moral 
concerns. The connection that some had 
with the Obama campaign went beyond 
a wish for change: there was moral 
passion.  It was a passion for justice and 
a relatively selfless wish for a better life 
for all. It was a cry for a government 
driven by a deeper morality beyond just 
sexual issues. In that I believe we can 
be encouraged that Barack Obama is on 
our page.   
   
But if, now that the election is over, we 
expect the politicians to fulfill the dreams 

without our constant ñencouragement,ò 
we are naive. All that energy and money 
poured into the election was not spent 
to assure a few people jobs, nor should 
the passion for better government be 
allowed to sink into the swamp land 
along the Potomac. In other words, we 
can not let the new administration think 
they and their friends alone own the 
mandate.
   
All that hope for progressive change can 
not be allowed to drift far from essential 
values. Since politicians are busy these 
days being pragmatic and centrist, 
moral issues can become platitudes to 
be saluted and then ignored. It is our 
job to keep the focus on the larger moral 
issues. 
   
To be fair, we should give politicians the 
benefit of the doubt. They have to live 
with the reality of diverse values, some 
not so pretty, while we can remain pure 
and refuse to compromise our long-term 
values. In other words, politicians have 
one job, we another. We must stand for 
core values.  
   
While our moral voice that calls for 
an end to war is, in politics, blunted 
by expedience, we must continue to 
challenge the moral legitimacy of 
war. The war machine creates its own 
legitimacy. It creates a world in which 
too often war makes sense. War as an 
instrument of policy will not end until 
the people declare war to be evil and 
they expect government to find ways of 
solving conflicts without violence.  
   
And so with many issues,  Politicians 
must negotiate with small-minded 
business interests to obtain small 
increases in the minimum wage, while 
we must stand for a true living wage. 
We must fight for a environmental 
consciousness including, but exceeding, 
ñglobal warmingò while politicians 
negotiate with coal burning power 
plants to install scrubbers.  

Ultimately the route to a better world 
goes through government but it wonôt get 
there unless the citizens become better 
informed and more passionate about 
real ethical values. American religion 
has failed at creating individuals with a 
mature social conscience. We ought to 
be doing better at that.

Even without the separation 
of Church and State, when 
we approach politics it is not 
from the direction of our party 
affiliations but from our moral 
concerns. 
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